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Defining the Concept

» Educational resources that are freely
available for use by educators and
learners, without an accompanying need
to pay royalties or licence fees

» ldea of sharing learning materials is not
new

» The technologies to support the sharing
are



Broad spectrum of frameworks emerging
to govern how OERs are licensed for use

Some simply allow copying and others
make provision for users to adapt the
resources that they use



CC licences are based on four specific
conditions:

attribution,
share alike,
non-commercial and

no derivative works

@creative
commons



» Attribution. You let others copy,
distribute, display, and perform your
copyrighted work — and derivative works
based upon it — but only if they give
credit the way you request.

» Share Alike. You allow others to distribute
derivative works only under a licence
identical to the licence that governs

your work. @Etr:en%moens



Examining The Landscape

OCW

Initiatives

» OCW Consortium
» OER Commons

~ Merlot

» CORE

» Jorum

» Health Education
Assets Library

» Etc

Institutions working together to advance education and

O P E NCOU RSEWARE empower people worldwide through opencourseware.

CONSORTIUM Leammore..

FIND COURSES

PARTICIPATE IN OUR

anoi, Vietnam NV

OCWC Global 2010

DISCUSSION DISCUSSION
MARCH 22 - APRIL 16 APRIL 5 - APRIL 30
CLICK HERE TO JOIN THIS DISCUSSION LIST | CLICK HERE TO JOIN THIS DISCUSSION LIST

NEWS

Wed 31 Mar 2010 // As Colleges Make Courses Available Free Online, Others Cash In
New York Times SIGNUP

Registration N

click here for more informatio

NEWSLETTER

Mon 29 Mar 2010 // Educational sources: changing landscape




' UCT OpenContent

. Recent posts

Town. Read More

GIPCA Great Texds [
Big Questions Public
Lectures 2005
Various Speakers

Introduction to
Microsoft Access 2007
Desires MciGe & Jane
Mash

All recent posts

COpen Teaching in a Digit:

NGO ICT and e-Readines:
Assessment Tool

Euilding a global teaching
profile: OER at LICT

A Manual of Online Maolec
Biology Techhiques

Farilitating Crline

Ear, Mose and Throat
Tutorial (Video)
Dr Graeme Copley

Contribute

=

Centre for Higher Education
Development

Commerce

Engineeting and the Built
Environment

Health Sciences
Hurnanities
Law

Science

Procedures in Obstetrics
and Gynsecology
Dr Stephen Jeffery (=d)

About Us | Blog | Terms & Conditions

The UCT OpenContent directory is the web portal for accessing open teaching and learning content from the University of Cape

ar biclogy OER cel
open

tional resources
soft Office
icrobiology

al surgery academic
bstetrics
clogy occupational

mare tags

Faculty of Humanities:
Handbock on...
Karin de Jager




. 2
v ! &
TEACHER EDUCATION IN SUE SAHARAN AFRICA d r

OFEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURGES FOR TEACHER EDUCATION IN AFRIGH

Module 1 == Section 2

. . Pan Africa

Planning physical growth and development sessions

/ By the end of this section, you will have

planned lessons that are focused on clear learning cutcomes to investigate growth and
development;

explored ways to include games and exercises into your lessons;

used problem solving in whole-school activities.

This section focuses on your planning and preparation of lessons. It is important to do this well if your
pupils are to achieve what you want them to achieve. One of your roles is to help your pupils
understand the concepts of physical growth and development. These include both the physical changes
that will take place as they get clder, and also the different things they neead to think about and do in
order to stay healthy. As you plan practical activities about physical growth and development, you need
to use pupils’ existing knowledge as a base from which to plan and extend their understanding. This
section suggests different ways to work in and cutside the classroom, which you could also plan to use

elsewhere in your teaching.
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Home Content Lenses About Us Help MyCNX

Connexions is:

2 place to view and share educational materl made of small knowledge
chunks caled modules that can be organized as courses, books, reports,
etc. Anyone may view or contrbute:

= authors create and colaborate
« instructors rapidly buid and share custom collections
= learners find and explore content

More about us ...

FEATURED CONTENT

Advanced Algebra IT
The world of second-year algebra comes alive n
Kenny Felder's Felder, 3
high school math teacher n North Carolina,
designed his course using 3 nontradiional
approach to a very traditional subject. Centered
around 2 Homework and Activities book, along

comprehension rather than mluht lecture
delvery.

Advanced Algebra ITwas selected by Calforn@'s Free Digital
Textbook Intiative to be included in a lst of free textbooks avaiable
to Cakfom@ schooks starting in Fal 2009,

was written b'v two
facuky members at De Anza College n
Cupertino, Calfona. This book is intended for
introductory statistics courses being taken by
students at two- and four-year coleges who are
majoring n fields other than math or
engineering. The textbook was developed over
;cvaral years a_nd has been used h_ regyhr and
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16182 reusable modules woven into 992 collections.

Sealcﬂ Content

laetanxcounnndbg znsrzamoduefmm 3Pub§hyourwods.
in to your workspace. scratch or convert & from shamo them with the
2 Word doc.
Guides and tutorials

= New author quide
= Connexions Tutorsl and Reference

Jump right in

= Get an account

» How to create 3 module n mnutes
= How to create 3 colection with existing
modules

Search

MY ACCOUNT
e[
rawerd [

: Eorgot your password?
Suppprt

CONNEJXIONS
7N

with a donation.

SPOTLIGHT _l

CONNENIONS
cons eRTIUM

Consortium to work and
exchange ideas with other
members.

To learn more about becoming
a Connexions Consortum
member, chck here,




An Economic Shift

» Free sharing of educational content is not
really a question of choice

» The wave is building, and the key question is:

how do we ride it rather than being drowned
by it?

Shift question from

» ‘why should | share my educational content?’
to

» ‘how can | stay in control of the process of my
educational content being shared?’



The OER Value Proposition

Vastly increased availability of learning
materials

» Potential for reducing the cost of accessing
educational materials

» Can provide opportunity for learners to
adapt materials and thus become more
active participants in educational processes

» Can encourage more academics to involve
themselves in materials development

» Can free academics’ time to concentrate on

course design and delivery and not the
content



' Course design

Course

e Assessment

Student support

and development
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The role of the academic or teacher remains
essential, not to present content but to
design and mediate the learning experience
and to assess its outcomes.

The term navigator is an old one in education
circles but it now has new purchase. The
quality of the selected content, the quality of
the learning experience and its outcome, are
consequences of the intervention, not the
withdrawal, of the guiding hand of the

teacher. (Gourley, 2009).



The Potential of Deliberate

Openness

» Investment in designing effective
educational environments is critically
important to good education

» A key to productive systems is to build on
common intellectual capital, rather than
duplicating similar efforts

» As education is a contextualized practice,

ability to adapt should be encouraged rather
than restricted



Resistance from those with vested interests

Developed world producing for the
developing world

Restrictive licences preventing commercial
use

Free content equated with good content
Ideological dogmatism alienating many
Sidelining the development and use of OER



Vast quantities of educational material
are already available from which no-
one is generating any meaningful
commercial return

These represent a common intellectual
capital that should be unlocked to
drive and support education rather
than kept hidden away from sight



Initial results of sharing are and will be
messy — and there will be many

problems to solve (storage, discovery,
QA etc)

But online communities have
demonstrated the now indisputable
power and value of lots of people
working collaboratively towards a
common cause



Online academic communities have
the potential to restore core values of
building and sharing knowledge that
underpin good education, and
systematically encourage us to work
with and learn from each other



Dispelling Some Myths

» Content = education

» Good content will overcome institutional
capacity constraints

» OER should be a process of voluntarism

» OER will make education cheaper in the short-
term

» Openness automatically equates with quality

» OER is about e-learning
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